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‘Life 1Is not a machine to
pbe calculated. It Is a
continuous, Indivisible
flow of creation. Tonight,
we step into the current.

— Ethan James Farrell, Featured Visionary
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THE VIS | GINTESSE.
Henri Bergson (1859-1941)

STATUS:

The most celebrated philosopher of the early 20th
century; 1927 Nobel Laureate in Literature.

THE CATALYST:
Published Creative Evolution in 1907,

CORE REBELLION:

Challenged the mechanistic, deterministic worldview
of 19th-century science. Where positivism saw the
universe as a giant, predictable machine, Bergson
saw an open-ended, continuous creative flow.
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DEFINING THE SPARK

The ‘vital impulse’ — a current of creative energy driving life
Into novelty, differentiation, and ever-increasing complexity.

WHAT IT IS NOT

A transcendent deity

A separate substance

A literal "vital tluid”

A predetermined, teleological plan

WHAT IT IS

Immanent (inherent to life)

Indivisible (a single current running through all things)
Unpredictable (genuinely creative)

In perpetual struggle with the resistance of matter
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THE GREAT DEBATE

MECHANISM

Life = Machine

Natural selection acts on
random variations

Time Is reversible
(calculable)

No true novelty is
possible

BERGSON'S
ALTERNATIVE

Life = Creative Process

Elan vital drives
continuous innovation

Time Is real duration

Genuine novelty is
constantly emerging

FINALISM

Life = Blueprint

A teleological purpose
guides evolution

The future is already
determined

Novelty is an illusion
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THE RIVER AND IT SxBANIS
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These two factors are inseparably linked, like a river
and its banks, like lava and the forms it takes as it
solidifies...

Evolution is fundamentally creative, not just adaptive.
The vital impulse is the flowing water; matter is the
terrain that channels, resists, and shapes the flow. The
water is always seeking new paths, breaking through
obstacles to create new forms.




el S MERL OF LIk

Encountering the resistance of matter, the Elan Vital
divides into three major evolutionary trajectories:

INTELLIGENCE

The manufacturing of tools
and manipulation of the inert.
(e.g., Humans, Primates).

INSTINCT

< Direct, unreflective action
upon matter.
(e.g., Hive insects).

-

' TORPOR
¢" Minimizing metabolism;
|} becoming like matter itself.
(e.qg., Fungi, Parasites).
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THE ARCHITECTUR

CLOCK TIME (Science)

Quantitative, measurable, and
mathematically reversible. Time
IS spatialized into static,
Independent snapshots.

\

- OF TIME (DUREE)

ENNNE

DUREE (Lived Time)

Qualitative, fluid, and irreversible.
A continuous state of becoming
where each unigue moment carries
the whole past within it. "We never
step in the same river twice.”
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TWO MODES O F KNG UNRINGE
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THE INTELLECT (Analytic) INTUITION (Synthetic)
Like a film camera, it takes static snapshots. It breaks Instinct that has become disinterested and self-
reality into distinct, spatial parts for practical conscious. It grasps the whole from within. Dynamic,
manipulation. Perfectly suited to master inert matter, but temporal, and contemplative. The only mode of
naturally incapable of comprehending the flow of life. . knowing suited to understanding living reality.
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THE APEX OF LI'RE

Consciousness is not a byproduct
of evolution; it is the crowning
achievement of the Elan Vital.
The entire evolutionary process is
the vital impulse attempting to
manifest itself through matter to
achieve ever-higher degrees of
freedom.

For a conscious being, to exist is to change, to change is to
mature, to mature is to go on creating oneself endlessly.
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THE MODERN URGENCY

In an era of artificial intelligence and algorithmic
determinism, Bergson's warning about the limits
of the intellect takes on new urgency.

Can Artificial Intelligence (pure
intellect confined to the
cinematographic function) ever
grasp the Elan Vital?

Does genetic engineering risk
returning humanity to
finalism—treating life as a static
blueprint to be optimized?

How do we preserve creative
unpredictability in an age built
entirely on algorithmic prediction?
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but a creativity to be lived.

CIEATH PATHWAYS TO WISDOM.

Life IS not a problem to be solved :
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