PATHWAYS TO THE INFINITE

Mapping the Ultimate Mystery of Consciousness.
A synthesis of science, philosophy, and ancient wisdom. — Ethan James Farrell

Creating Pathways to Wisdom.
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THE EXPLANATORY GAP

THE EASY PROBLEMS
(COGNITIVE FUNCTIONS)

ACCESS

INTEGRATION

REPORTABILITY

Even a complete physical description of the brain's
mechanics leaves open the question of why those
functions are accompanied by subjective experience.
(Chalmers, 1995; Levine, 1983).

THE HARD PROBLEM
(SUBJECTIVE EXPERIENCE)




THE SCIENTIFIC SUBSTRATES

THEORY

Integrated Information
Theory (lIT)

Global Workspace
(GWT)

Higher-Order Theory
(HOT)

Orch OR

Predictive
Processing (FEP)

PRIMARY SUBSTRATE

Dense Recurrent
Connectivity

—— —

| Prefrontal/Parietal
Hubs

Prefrontal Cortex

Neuronal Microtubules

Entire Cortical
Hierarchy

CORE MECHANISM

Maximum irreducible
information (Phi)

Global broadcasting
of information

= il =

Meta-representation
of a state

Quantum computation
objective reduction

Minimizing surprise via
generative models

FATAL FLAW

Computability limits;
Problem with Phi exclusion

Explains access, but not
phenomenology

The targetless HOT
problem

Biological feasibility;
decoherence speeds

Risk of being
unfalsifiable

& NotebooklLM



THE FRAGILE EDGE: COVERT CONSCIOUSNESS
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Advanced functional
neuroimaging reveals
patients who cannot move or
speak can willfully modulate
brain activity. The mind is
awake, but the bridge to the
body is severed.
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of behaviorally unresponsive
patients exhibit Cognitive
Motor Dissociation (CMD).
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THE PHILOSOPHICAL LABYRINTH

Functionalism
& lllusionism

Mental states are purely
causal roles. Consciousness
is a user-illusion.

Critique: Knowing all physical
facts does not equate to
knowing subjective
experience (Mary's Room).

The Panpsychist
Renaissance

Radical emergence is
impossible. If macro-
consciousness exists,
matter must
inherently possess
proto-experiential
properties.
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DECONSTRUCTING THE MONOLITH: THE EGYPTIAN ASSEMBLAGE

Unlike the Cartesian
single soul, ancient
Egyptians mapped
consciousness as a
dynamic assemblage
of components that
must be reunited after
death to achieve
transfiguration.
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- Akh (Transfigured Light Body)
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NETWORKS OF BEING: INDIGENOUS FRAMEWORKS

THE
RELATIONAL
SELF

African Ubuntu: Consciousness is
fundamentally social. The self is a
node in a communal network, including
active Ancestral participation.

Aboriginal Dreamtime:

Consciousness is embedded in the
landscape. A distributed, temporal ontology
defying Cartesian individualism.

Melanesian Mana:

A generalized spiritual power or
force-field pervading the world,
flowing through validated relationships.
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THE SELF SPECTRUM: FUNDAMENTAL TO FABRICATED
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FUNDAMENTAL QUALIFIED INFORMATION CONSTRUCTED
PERMANENT Samkhya Dualism PROCESS ILLUSION
Hindu Atman & Global Workspace & Buddhist Anatta &

Cosmopsychism Yogacara Buddhism Predictive Processing
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ALTERED TOPOGRAPHIES: RELAXING THE EGO
The REBUS Model (Carhart-Harris & Friston
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Psychedelics relax the
brain’s rigid, high-level
generative models,
allowing chaotic,
bottom-up sensory
information to flood
consciousness. The
result is structural
collapse of the self.
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THE BOUNDARY STATES: INSIGHT & SURVIVAL

LUCID DREAMING

A hybrid state where frontal brain regions
reactivate during REM sleep. A model psychosis
that preserves metacognitive insight—the
mind observing itself generating reality.

NEAR-DEATH EXPERIENCES

Verified out-of-body perceptions during
cardiac arrest. Debated as endogenous
hallucinations or evidence that the brain
transmits, rather than produces, consciousness.
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THE EVOLUTION OF CONSCIOUSNESS AT DEATH

@:: ANNIHILATION (MATERIALISM)

Consciousness ceases entirely as biological substrate degrades.

DIMINISHED SURVIVAL (MESOPOTAMIAN KUR)

|dentity is retained, but vitality is lost to a shadowy existence.

REINCARNATION (BUDDHISM, HINDUISM)

Consciousness recycles into new forms based on karmic conditioning.

ANCESTRAL PARTICIPATION (UBUNTU)

Death transforms the individual into an active node within the community network.

TRANSFIGURATION (EGYPTIAN AKH, ADVAITA)

The individual droplet returns to the cosmic ocean, achieving absolute consciousness.
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DIVINE
EMANATION

SPIRITUAL

THE PLURALIST CONVERGENCE

BIOLOGICAL PROCESS
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ACHIEVEMENT
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FUNDAMENTAL
FEATURE

GROUNDED
SYNTHESIS

PHENOMENON

PREDICTIVE
INFERENCE

FUNDAMENTAL
FEATURE

A Naturalistic Dual-Aspect Framework: No single pathway captures the whole. Consciousness is the underlying
architecture of reality, expressing itself simultaneously through physics, biology, and subjective experience.




Consciousness is not a byproduct
of the universe. It is the universe
waking up to witness itself.

— Ethan James Farrell

The journey does not end here. Explore the
infinite pathways to wisdom at acuity.institute.

ACUITY
INSTITUTE




